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Introduction 


During the First World War, the Canadian Ordnance Corps had three Mobile Ordnance 
Workshops, which repaired and maintained the artillery and equipment of the 
Canadian Corps. This did not include operating and maintaining the mechanical 
transport (motor vehicles), which were operated by the Army Service Corps. 


In the organization of the time, a light mobile workshop supported two infantry 
divisions, and a medium workshop supported the heavy and siege artillery in a Corps. 
A light workshop consisted of: 


Inspector of Ordnance Machinery (Engineer, usually a captain, but could be a 
lieutenant or major) - 1 

Armament Sergeant Major (Warrant Officer Class 1) - 1 
Armament Quartermaster Sergeant (Warrant Officer Class 2) - 1 
Armament Staff Sergeants (or Fitter Staff Sergeants) - 3 

Fitters - 4* 

Turners - 3* (lathe operators) 

Blacksmiths - 3* 

Hammermen - 2* (blacksmith's assistant) 

Wheelers - 4* 

Clerks - 1 

Total - 23 all ranks 

"Of these, two would be corporals. 


The first Canadian workshop, the Canadian Ordnance Travelling Workshop, was 
formed in Halifax in October 1915 and staffed by Permanent Force artificers. It went 
to Britain and on to France, where it began supporting the Canadian Corps in March 
1916. Shortly after, it was renamed Number 26 Canadian Travelling Ordnance 
Workshop Unit. In July, it became No. 26 Canadian Mobile Ordnance Workshop 
(Light). It consisted of Canadian personnel under the command of a Canadian 
“Inspector of Ordnance Machinery", Captain A.S. Buttenshaw. The workshop was 
renamed No. 81 Canadian Ordnance Mobile Workshop (Light) in November 1918. 


The Canadian Corps continued to expand and, in November 1916, the Imperial 
(British) No. 8 Mobile Ordnance Workshop (Light) began working with the Corps. In 
April 1917, that workshop was renamed No. 8 Canadian Mobile Ordnance Workshop 
(Light) and was manned with Canadian personnel. Armament Artificer Sergeant-Major 
H. Durling, who had been with 26 Workshop since the beginning, was commissioned 
from the ranks and appointed as 1.0.М. and commander of the new workshop. 


On 7 October 1918, No. 83 Canadian Ordnance Workshop (Medium) was formed to 
repair and maintain the siege artillery in the Canadian Corps. It was commanded by 
Lieutenant A.H. Phillips, who had also been commissioned from the ranks in No. 26 
Canadian Mobile Workshop. 


This document includes an article by Colonel Murray С. Johnston, MSM, CD, titled 
“Setting the RCEME Standard". 




















А Canadian-designed and manufactured machine shop lorry as 
supplied to the Canadian Corps. 


Setting the RCEME Standard 


by Colonel Murray Johnston, MSM, CD 
October 15, 2013 


The purpose of RCEME is to keep equipment serviceable under all circumstances: 
dangerous, difficult, and dirty. The standard for that was set by the Craftsmen of 26 
Ordnance Mobile Workshop (Light) and the Commander of 1st British Army during the 
preparation for the Battle of Vimy Ridge on April 9, 1917 and during the battle itself. 


The workshop's war diary for April 1917, as written by Major A.S. Buttenshaw, the 
Chief Inspector of Ordnance Machinery of the Canadian Corps, says it all. 


April 1, 1917. Overhaul and repair of guns, vehicles and artillery equipment for 1st 
Canadian Division, 2nd Canadian Division, four brigades of army field artillery, 
and four batteries of heavy and siege artillery Canadian Corps. 


April 2, 1917. Received orders to push on with work in order to have all guns in action 
by night 7th-8th. Bombardment on continuously. Many axial vents from breech 
mechanisms of heavy and siege guns arriving in workshop. This work should 
not by done in light workshops as it keeps lathes employed night and day and 
prevents them from being used for other work. No spares available so it has 
become necessary to work all night and keep guns in action. This shows neglect 
on part of those responsible, as the question of spare parts of all kinds was 
raised as soon as the experience of the Somme Campaign showed the vital 
necessity of maintaining a large stock of spare gun parts, especially axial vents. 


April 3, 1917. Those responsible trusting, as usual, luck and small workshops. Luck 
holding, as light guns holding up well and so far not causing any trouble. Hope 
lathes or engines will not break down. 


April 7, 1917. Shop almost empty. Guns now required for night of 8th-9th. Nearly 
caught up with axial vents 


April 8, 1917. Principal LO.M. from СНО (DEME Cdn Corps) inspected shop. Was 
pleased. Shop empty, all my guns are in action. Inspected 6-inch mark VII guns 
at St. Aubin of 58th Siege Battery. Car held up owing to traffic regulations 
allowing complete cessation of traffic while infantry move up for big attack. Saw 
large numbers of cavalry. 


April 9, 1917. Day of Canadian attack on Vimy Ridge. Bombardment during the night 
was terrific. Guns behaving well. 


April 10, 1917. Still working day and night on repairs. Men sticking to it wonderfully. 
Reduction of rate of fire for all natures of guns and howitzers materially 
assisted in keeping so many in action during this battle. 


April 14, 1917. Received a letter of congratulations from army commander (see below) 
Refers to the whole winter's work of careful and complete overhaul of guns and 
equipment as well as to work just previous to the attack of 9th April. Very 
cheering. Read it out on parade to the men. 


April 21, 1917. New workshop approved. 1 am to take over the complete equipment of 
No. 8 Workshop, which has been doing work for the Canadian Corps since 


November. I am to supply personnel from Canadian Corps. 1 had already 
collected personnel together gradually before asking for a new shop. My 
Sergeant-Major, Armament Artificer Sergeant-Major H Durling, who has been 
with 26 Workshop since the beginning, is to be 1.О.М. and OIC of the new 
workshop. Thus the (Canadian) Corps will have two Canadian Workshops. 


April 26, 1917. Received orders to find new sites and to move forward without delay. 
Found site in open country on main Arras-Bethune Road. Will be necessary to 
build up everything as there is no accommodation of any sort. 


April 28, 1917. Started to move, but still haven't finished existing work in hand and 
arrange to deal with any further casualties that may occur in meantime. Very 
difficult to move and keep work going at the same time. 


Some Standard indeed! RCEME at Vimy - all the guns were firing. 


Epilogue 


Major Albert Sidney Buttenshaw was one of the first two Canadian Engineers to be 
recruited іп 1910 into the Canadian Ordnance Corps as ап 1.0.M. At the beginning of 
the war, he was posted to the CEF. In early 1918 he was awarded the Distinguished 
Service Order for his work with the guns before and during the Battle for Vimy. After 
the war, he joined the [British] Royal Army Ordnance Corps and, as a Brigadier in 
1943, one of the founding members of the Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers." 


Armament Artificer Sergeant-Major Horace Durling was duly commissioned from the 
ranks, promoted to captain and posted as OIC to the new [No. 8] workshop. He was 
later awarded the Military Cross. 


“The value of these workshops made them a target for bombing by enemy 
aircraft. After one such raid in November 1918, a stores tent and an 
ammunition dump were set on fire. The Workshop Officer, Captain H. Durling, 
removed the petrol and workshop lorry to a safe place. While doing this he was 
in full view from the glare of the conflagration and was bombed by enemy 
aeroplanes. Through his efforts valuable property was rescued and repairs to 
the guns continued the next morning. Captain Durling was awarded the 
Military Cross". 
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